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               We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

Attendance: 
Our whole school attendance is currently at 97.07%. 

We would like to thank all parents and carers for your support throughout the year with attendance. 

Christmas Concert 
On Wednesday 7th 
December we held 
our annual Christ-
mas Concert at St 
Lawrence’s church. 
Parents, carers and 
grandparents were 
treated to an even-
ing of excellent en-

tertainment. The school choir, chamber and recorder 
groups, African drummers and soloists performed won-
derful music and an amusing musical puppet show and 
drama sketches rounded off the fantastic  
evening. 
The school would like to 

thank St Lawrence’s church 

for hosting the event and 

teachers Ms Haden, Mrs Palin 

and Mr Kirkham for all their 

hard work ensuring the evening was such a success. 

PSHE 
We have been discussing  ‘consideration’ this half-term 
during our PSHE and circle time, and have picked one pu-
pil from each form to win an award for being exceptional-
ly considerate throughout school. The winners are:   
 

Key Stage 2    Key Stage 3 
Nathan Chadwick   Lilly Stubbs 
Kiera Willott    Emma Sproston 
Lucy Berry    Jessica Bailey 
Lucy Elliot    Jasmine Baddeley 
Megan Worth   Chloe Dodds 
Inarra Millington   Jamie Findlay 
Ellie Davies    Jamerson Brown 
Oliver Johnson   Callum Harrop 
Travis Slack 

Christmas Carol Concert—by Lara Collinge 6mi 
Taking part in the annual Woodhouse Academy Christmas Concert at St. Lawrence’s Church is something many pupils love 
to do, including myself!  There are many different aspects to the concert, including the choir, recorders, African drumming, 
Chamber group, puppet team and last but not least, the drama.  This year the drama performers put on several short 
Christmas sketches, one of which I was part of as well as playing the tenor recorder.  Learning to play this bigger recorder 
was a challenge as my fingers had to stretch much further.  I was also a member of the choir for the first time, which made 
me feel a little nervous. 
 

In the run up to the concert, everyone taking part had to do a lot of practice.  This normally 
involved practising as a group between once and twice a week to make sure everyone was 
perfect and performance ready.  The choir met after school every Wednesday throughout 
the term and the recorder players met with Mr Kirkham and Ms Haden during lunch twice a 
week.  If you wanted to be part of the drama cast you needed to audition for a chance to 
get a part. 
 

I was given the part of the Colonel in the play ‘All Quiet on the Christmas Front’, a WW1 take on the Christmas Eve super-
market shopping experience.  After many weeks of learning my lines, I absolutely loved performing my role at the church 
last Wednesday, especially when the audience laughed at the funny parts! 
 

All of the pupils who performed on the night were amazing and we all made our parents and teachers very proud.  Mr Kirk-
ham and Ms Haden worked so hard to ensure the evening was a huge success and for this I would like to thank them very 
much.  I can’t wait to do it all again next year, as it was so awesome! 



Christmas Lunch—We would like to say a huge thank you 
to Mrs Fallows and her team for the excellent Christmas 
lunch they provided on Wednesday 14th December. 

Transition trip to the Imperial War Museum in  
Manchester—16 year 8s joined pupils from James 
Bateman Junior High and Biddulph High School to visit 
the Imperial War Museum to prepare them for the his-
tory topics they will be studying at the High School and 
to meet some of their new peers and teachers. 

Farm to Fork—On Tuesday 6th December, a group of year 6 pupils took part in the national food programme, run by 
Tesco, that promotes a greater understanding of food source and origin. The pupils had the chance to try new foods, 
learn about the Fairtrade system and determine the flavours found in various cheeses. They were wonderfully be-
haved and Tesco commented on how enthusiastically they attempted all the activities. There will be follow-up tasks in 

school.  
Well done to all of you.  
 

Farm to Fork—by Bobby Allen 6mi 
On Tuesday 6th December some year 6 students went on a trip to Tesco, along with 3 of our teachers.  Firstly we had 
to meet at school and get on the bus to go to Tesco in Congleton.  When we got there we were met by two very nice 
ladies who were spending the morning with us. We were given 3 sheets, one was about the weight of food and it’s 
price, and the next about Fairtrade food .  We spotted lots of Fairtrade food, including coffee.  The final form was for 
cheese tasting.  We finished the morning by tasting chocolate, the first was 90% coco and was quite bitter, then we 
played a game to guess what was in the chocolate.  One of them was sea salt, unfortunately I didn’t guess this so did 
not win the chocolate reindeer!  Overall this was a very good morning. 

Shoebox Appeal 
 

Thank you to everyone 
who donated shoeboxes 
for the shoebox appeal this 
year. In total we had 197 
shoeboxes.  

Barclays Bank Visit Recount—by Matt Jones 8t & Lucy Sargeant 8t 
In November, as part of the computer science Aspire day, a handful of students visited the Barclays technology centre 
in Knutsford. The trip was incredibly interesting and all the students came away having thoroughly enjoyed the day. We 
were given a tour around the centre, which included being told about how ATMs work and getting to see what they 
look like inside. We also learnt about how the latest technology could be incorporated into our everyday banking lives. 
 

Many students were very impressed when we saw inside one of the sound-proof conference rooms. We were told 
about how it is used when there is a major emergency anywhere in the world that might affect how Barclays banks 
work globally. The room was complete with computers that popped up out of desks and huge screens so that they 
could talk to other centres anywhere in the world. 
Overall, it was a great trip and we all learnt a lot! 

Coding Afternoon—Niamh Diack 7d 
On Monday 5th December Mrs Butler, Mrs Farr and Mrs Carney came 
into a meeting where we taught them how to use a website called ‘Hour 
of Code’ where you can use building blocks to program a character to 
move.  Eventually Mrs Butler and I completed some of the  Java blocks 
levels as well and it turned out to be a fun afternoon lesson.  All three of 
the staff learned something about coding and all four of us  (myself, Pe-
ter Crawley, Mark Rigby and Bobby Allen) learned something about 
teaching! 



Communication with Parents—Hopefully you are all now getting to grips with the paperless form of communication. This 
only works though if you keep us up to date with mobile numbers and email addresses.   Just a reminder that all letters etc 
are also immediately posted on the school website—‘www.woodhouseacademy.staffs.sch.uk’.  The school App is also 
available, providing a quick overview of the calendar, news items, the head teachers blog and gallery.  You can also follow 
us on Twitter ‘@Woodhouse_Acad’ 

Arrival at School & Parking  
Can we remind you that cars are not allowed on to the 
school car park between the hours of 8.30am  and 9.15am 
and 3.15pm and 4pm.  If you are collecting your child from 
an afterschool club, you can park on the car park but 
please do so carefully. 
Also, children should not arrive in school before 8.30am.  If 
you need to drop your child before then please can you 
book them into the Zone as they will not otherwise be su-
pervised. 

Absence Due to Illness 
Please may we remind you that if your child is off school you 
need to inform the office by 9am on the morning of the ab-
sence.  If they are absent for 3 days or more, we do require 
medical evidence. 

Lantern Making—A group of 18 pupils spent the afternoon 
making lanterns with one of our governors, Mrs Millington 
and staff member Mrs Barry. They all worked extremely 
hard and had a really enjoyable time, getting creative for 
the festive season.  Many of these students were then 
part of the parade for the big Christmas light switch on in 
Biddulph town centre.  Well done to all involved and a big 
thank you to Mrs Millington. 

Book Fair 
The English department is absolutely delighted to announce 
that we sold £1263.32 worth of books at our recent book 
fair. 
This means that we will have £758 to spend on new books 
for the school, which will make a huge difference to our re-
sources.  We are incredibly grateful to all the pupils (and 
their extremely generous relatives) for buying so may books. 
Thank you all for your support.  It is lovely to see so much 
enthusiasm for books from all of our pupils. 

Music for Life—Deadline for booking, Wednesday 21st December  
If your child is interested in trying a course of instrumental lessons, you can find out more and book online at 
www.musicforlife.org.uk/apply-now.  Payment for courses can be made using almost any debit, credit or pre-paid card 
and can be spread over several months or paid in full on booking.  Financial support with the cost of lessons may be avail-
able in cases of hardship.  Please contact Music for Life before booking if you would like to discuss. 
 

All new courses enjoy a 12 week “taster” period, so  when you book you are only committed to 12  lessons to see how 
things go.  After that time, we send a report on progress and you can then decide to continue with lessons, cancel further 
lessons or change the course. 
 

Music for Life is a highly regarded not-for-profit music education service working in partnership with 130 schools to teach 
almost 4000 pupils every week across Cheshire, Wirral and North Staffordshire.  To discover more about the work for  
Music for Life, please visit: www.musicforlife.org.uk / facebook.com/ Musicforlife1234 / twitter.com/MusicforLifeSCH or  
videos:  musicforlife.org.uk/videos 
 

Bookings are accepted subject to final confirmation from tutors and schools that they can be accommodated;  so far this 
year Music for Life has successfully arranged lesson places for 99% of people who booked a course. 

              and a Happy New Year 



Humanities Aspire afternoon  - This half term, some of 
our pupils have taken part in a humanities aspire after-
noon led by Miss Zakrzewski. With help from three Bid-
dulph High School students, year 7 pupils used historical 
evidence and moral reasoning to debate whether the 
USA should have dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshi-
ma in 1945. Key Stage 2 students used historical evi-
dence and their evaluative skills to create their own 
presentations about who they think was to blame for the 
sinking of the Titanic. 

KS2 Christmas Parties —The children in KS2  were treated to 
a thrilling magic show on Monday & Wednesday this week.  
By the looks of amazement on their faces, this  was a great 
success, and hopefully they came home and told you all 
about it. 

PE Clubs—Starting w/c 9th January 2016 

Anti-Bullying 
The school ran an Anti-bullying poster competition as part of the pupils' PSHE lessons. The re-
sponse from pupils and the quality of entries  was excellent. The final winners were: Isabelle 
Mottram and Ellie Parkes (year 5); Ella Bennett and Phoebe Copestake (year 6) and Nathan Boon 
and Jake Evans (year 7). The overall winner was Lucy Sargeant in Year 8. Congratulations to all in-
volved. 
 

Y7 & 8 Christmas Bowling 
The year 7 & 8 children had 
really enjoyable mornings 
bowling on Wednesday & 
Thursday this week.  Every-
one really entered in to the 
spirit of things and got into 
the festive mood.  


