
CURRICULUM PLAN: 
ENGLISH

“It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in 
ourselves” William Shakespeare, 1545-1616. 

Our intent
Here at Woodhouse, we are incredibly passionate about our subject. Our aim is to ensure pupils 
develop a love of literature through widespread reading and enjoyment. We believe, through 
reading in particular, children have the opportunity to develop culturally, emotionally, 
intellectually, socially and spiritually. All the skills of language are essential to participating as a 
member of society.  
We make sure pupils learn how to write with imagination, creativity and flair as well as 
understanding how to produce formal, academic pieces of writing for a range of audiences. We 
work with pupils to enhance their vocabulary, which will develop naturally from their reading 
and writing. 



ENRICHMENT IN ENGLISH
The Woodhouse Academy English experience is complemented by many cross-curricular links. 
Reading and writing is key in many subjects and we have worked closely to link subject-specific 
topics in RE and history to bring our writing experiences to life. Our whole-school love of 
reading is celebrated on World Book Day, where pupils dress-up as their favourite character and 
have the opportunity to enter a national World Book Day competition. We have also been 
inspired by visits from a published author who delivered workshops on book writing. In KS2, 
pupils previously experienced The Punctuation and Grammar Show concert and visited  the 
cinema to explore media. In KS3, pupils have had the opportunity to see plays live in the 
theatre. We also like to get involved with the local community by performing in local Christmas 
concerts, VE day parades and the Rotary Youth Speaks competition. 



Y5 CURRICULUM PLAN: 
ENGLISH

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

Modern Extended Narrative: 
Sachar/Welford

• Explore the value of reading 
• Use key reading skills (inference, 

summarise, authorial voice) to extract 
information 

• Develop critical thinking and reasoning 
skills

• Understand character and plot
• Understand audience and purpose and 

select the correct format
• Use the range of writing skills for diary 

writing in KS2

Myths, Legends and Fables

• Compare and contrast different tales 
• Identify features and conventions of myths, 

legends and fables 
• Explore the cultural context of myths, legends 

and fables 
• Analyse how language contributes to character 

and plot meaning
• Understand audience and purpose and select

the correct format
• Use the range of writing skills for KS2 story 

writing

Recounts, Reports and Journalism

• Understand subject-specific vocabulary 
• Explore social context, meaning and 

messages 
• Analyse the writer’s use of structure 
• Consider how the writer’s use of language 

creates meaning
• Understand audience and purpose and 

select the correct format for non-fiction 
writing 

• Use the range of writing skills for KS2 
report writing

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zh9qkty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/ztxwsrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/zrwmwnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/zcxmb82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/zgwwr2p
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-myths-and-legends-shed.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/zty8xfr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d29zoF4X340
https://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/learning-activities/languages/words/naming-nouns/
https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/library/books/theres-a-boy-in-the-girls-bathroom


Y5 CURRICULUM PLAN: 
ENGLISH

Spring Summer 1 Summer 2

Narrative Poetry – The Highwayman

• Understand how layout and structure 
contributes to meaning

• Critique the writer’s use of conventions 
and language 

• Understand different types of structure 
and rhyme

• Analyse how the writer has used 
language to create meaning

• Understand audience and purpose and 
select the correct format

• Use the range of writing skills for KS2 
narrative poetry writing

Playscripts and Performance

• Explore how language contributes to 
characterisation

• Consider how writers use language to create 
meaning

• Identify features and conventions of playscripts
• Consider how playscripts are performed
• Study character and plot
• Use the range of scriptwriting skills for KS2
• Demonstrate speaking and listening skills
• Deploy a range of dramatic conventions

Classic Children’s Literature

• Explore the value of reading 
• Use key reading skills (inference, 

summarise, authorial voice) to extract 
information 

• Develop critical thinking and reasoning 
skills

• Understand character and plot
• Understand audience and purpose and 

select the correct format
• Write for a range of audience and purpose

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryu1JZiSbHo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z3btrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z6n6dp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/zy4csk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsn4h39/articles/z69q4xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/ztvp2v4
https://www.roalddahl.com/home/kids


Y6 CURRICULUM PLAN:
ENGLISH

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

Year 6
Extended Narrative – Morpurgo

• Use different strategies to explore 
characterisation and plot

• Make links between narrative and 
context

• Analyse how language is used by a writer 
to create meaning 

• Understand audience and purpose and 
select the correct format

• Deploy the range of writing skills for 
KS2 Diary writing

Short Suspense Story Writing (Alma) 

• Identify the techniques that contribute to 
meaning

• Analyse character and plot

• Consider the effects of tone and atmosphere 
on a reader 

• Understand audience and purpose and select 
the correct format

‘Issues and Culture’ Poetry

• Identify conventions, effect of language and 
themes in poetry 

• Analyse the messages conveyed by writers

• Consider how language creates meaning 
and atmosphere 

• Relate themes in poetry to social contexts 
and personal experiences

• Understand audience and purpose and 
select the correct format 

• Use the range of writing skills for KS2 
poetry writing

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvbf382
https://www.dorridge.solihull.sch.uk/Closure/Year-6-Homework/Guided_Reading_Question_and_Activites_1.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4qtqfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/zckr4wx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zpgfb9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpccwmn/articles/zqmkh39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/zy3sk2p
https://www.literacyshed.com/alma.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z97n2v4


Y6 CURRICULUM PLAN:
ENGLISH

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Formal/Informal Non Fiction writing

· Explore the key features and conventions of 
informal and formal writing 

· Make links with IT curriculum to design a 
newspaper

· Demonstrate knowledge of various grammar 
forms and language used in formal and informal 
texts 

· Justify opinion and choices made-
understanding audience and purpose

· Use the range of writing skills for KS2 blog 
writing

• Use the range of writing for KS2 formal and 
informal letters

Recreating the work of Roger Hargreaves

Explore the conventions and techniques used by 
the writer 

· Understand how stories are structured to fit 
purpose and audience 

· Consider how the writer uses vocabulary and 
grammar fit for purpose and audience 

· Understand audience and purpose and 
selecting the correct format

· Deploy the range of writing skills for KS2 short 
story

A variety of small writing topics including:

• A persuasive speech based on the work of 
Greta Thunberg

• Instructions for How to Catch a Dragon 
inspired by How to Train Your Dragon by 
Cressida Cowell

• Descriptive writing based on Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda

• Produce a page in the style of an 
encyclopaedia 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjT4aTfoAbCdvc7Z_CplgCg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgqxwnb/articles/zfrcmfr


Y7 CURRICULUM PLAN: 
ENGLISH

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

Studying a range of argue, persuade and 
advise non-fiction texts

• Understand the purpose, audience and 
context of a range of non-fiction texts

• Consider how viewpoints differ in texts
• Analyse how language is used by the 

writer to create meaning
• Learn topic-specific vocabulary
• Compare texts critically

Looking at an extended narrative from the modern
fiction writer David Almond

• Use different strategies to explore 
characterisation and plot

• Use a range of drama strategies to explore 
themes 

• Analyse how language is used by a writer to 
create meaning 

• Understand audience and purpose and select 
the correct format

• Use the range of writing skills for KS3 diary 
writing

Analysing a range of non-fiction magazine and 
media texts

• Understand the purpose, audience and 
context of a range of non-fiction texts

• Consider how viewpoints differ in texts
• Look at how structure is used by the writer
• Analyse the use of images to create meaning
• Use the range of writing skills for KS3 non-

fiction writing
• Use cross-curricular ICT skills

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zmfc7ty/articles/z7dyvk7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEM3pDMJsAc
https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/sites/default/files/thepersuasivewritingpack_0.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z34mtyc/revision/1
http://onlinereadfreenovel.com/david-almond/page,9,57093-skellig.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/how-do-I-write-a-successful-diary/z4h9y9q
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/a-midsummer-nights-dream-shakespeare-introduction-and-act-1-2912
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgjqfr/articles/zdd6xbk


Y7 CURRICULUM PLAN:
ENGLISH

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Exploring the work of modern playscript writer 
David Grant

• Use different strategies to explore 
characterisation and plot. Use a range of 
drama strategies to explore themes 

• Analyse how language is used by a writer to 
create meaning 

• Look at dramatists, staging and 
interpretations

• Understand audience and purpose and 
select the correct format

• Use the range of writing skills for KS3 
playscript writing

Examining the work of Shakespeare through the playscript A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream

• Look at dramatists, staging and interpretations of plays
• Understand and learning archaic vocabulary
• Use different strategies to explore characterisation and 

plot
• Use a range of drama strategies to explore themes 
• Understand how language is used by a writer to create 

meaning 
• Use the range of writing skills for KS3 narrative writing

Modern Contemporary Fiction- The Boy 
Who Made Everyone Laugh 

• Understand how to devise and write a 
formal letter 

• Use a range of punctuation and 
grammar skills to improve writing

• Analyse plot, character and infer 
accordingly

• Define ambitious vocabulary terms 
• Speaking and listening opportunities 

through drama
• Debate and discussion skills using 

themes from the book

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqwycdm/revision/6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsf8wmn/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxgcwmn
https://www.google.co.uk/search?&q=youtube+a+midsummer+night's+dream+summary
https://www.google.co.uk/search?ei=Ac22X5y5AY-W8gLRzJW4BQ&q=midsummer+night's+dream+sparknotes&oq=midsummer+night's+dream+spar&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgAMgUIABDJAzICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADoHCAAQRxCwAzoGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBDOgIILlCHhAJY5JoCYLqrAmgBcAB4AIABbYgBpAaSAQM5LjGYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6yAEIwAEB&sclient=psy-ab


Y8 CURRICULUM PLAN: 
ENGLISH

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 and 
Spring 2

Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 8 Novel: ‘Holes’ by Louis 
Sachar

• Characterisation and 
plot

• Drama
• Language analysis
• Context 
• Persuasive writing 

skills
• Reading 

comprehension skills

Gothic Horror

• Genre and 
conventions

• Theme analysis
• Drama
• Language analysis
• Critically comparing 

texts
• Suspense, horror 

narrative writing
• Reading 

comprehension

Playscript: ‘Blood 
Brothers’ – Willy Russell

• Characterisation and 
plot

• Historical context
• Drama and staging
• Critical comparisons
• Playscript-specific 

vocabulary
• Newspaper writing
• Reading comprehension

Shakespeare Study: 
‘Macbeth’

• Drama and staging
• Archaic vocabulary
• Character and plot
• Theme analysis
• Critical comparisons
• Playscript-specific 

vocabulary
• Diary writing
• Reading comprehension

Speaking and Listening 
Project – BHS Link

• Context
• Themes and drama
• Language analysis
• Voice and body 

language
• Critical comparisons
• Spoken English 

(presentations)
• Reading 

comprehension

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/holes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlTgsUyENpo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgqxwnb/articles/zrjqpg8
https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/book-holes.html
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/gothic-literature-8196
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn8tkmn
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/blood-brothers-9a3f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pz8tURNx7d8&t=0s&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJLP1Cqd8QCsgA9zTN9tQEI&index=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgcwmn/articles/z6hhcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zp982hv
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/macbeth
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z726yrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z86qsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zv7fqp3/articles/z4w96v4

