
Pre-1914 Short Stories: ‘The Signalman’
How does Dickens present the signalman in this extract?

Collect quotations from the text to illustrate what the signalman is like, based on the description in this 
extract. You might like to think about:

Any description of his appearance;

• what his job involves;

• how he behaves;

• his youth or younger years;

• anything else you think is relevant to the question.

‘quiet manner’

He is shy or reserved.

He is worried he 
won’t be believed.
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